Sir P. Cox should be appointed High Commissioner for the
first five years without any Arab Amir or other head of the
State, but with Arab Ministers backed by British Advisers.
I earnestly hope that this course will be adopted if it is at all
compatible with our national peace policy and the general
scheme of things in Arabia.
Its adoption will save Government, the public in Mesopo-
tamia and the representatives of His Majesty's Government
on the spot from being rushed into a premature decision.
A solution along this line as proposed must have appealed to
the Acting Civil Commissioner for reasons mentioned in his
telegram,l but it must have also met his own personal views by
supplying a check to the dangerous tendency towards Arab
Nationalism by restricting the power to be placed in Arab
hands, and by ensuring effective British control with the
minimum of controlling machinery. The arrangement would
secure, for a few years at least, a protected Arab National
State with a maximum of protection and a minimum of Arab
Nationalism.
No doubt he relied on the personal popularity of Sir P. Cox
to overcome any threatened opposition arising from dis-
appointment that an Arab Amir was not to be set up
immediately, or that the Anglo-French Declaration was not
to be given a more literal interpretation.
Authorization of the Plebiscite
In London, the Interdepartmental Committee on November
27th considered the views and suggestions of the Acting Civil
Commissioner, Still unable to enunciate a concrete policy, the
Committee resolved to formulate a general statement which
might guide the Acting Civil Commissioner, and to request
him to obtain expressions of public opinion.2
1 He returned to the attempt to influence H.M. Government to accept his
views in Telegram No  10465, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November
2Qth, 1918.
2 Young, op. cit., p. 280,
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